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SUBJECT: EC FOREIGN MINISTERS COUNCIL NOVEMBER 15-16: FISHERIES 
DISCUSSION 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 11227, (B) EC BRUSSELS 11029 

1 . SUMMARY: DURING THEIR NOVEMBER 16 COUNCIL SESSION. THE EC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS RECEIVED A REPORT FROM ACTION EC COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS GUNDELACH ON THE CURRENT STATE OF FISHINGNEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THIRD COUNTRIES. COREPER HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INTENSIFY 
WORK ON A COMMON EC POSITION FOR THE LONDON NORTHEAST ATLANTIC 
FISHERIES COMMISSION (NEAFC) MEETING. IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER 
FITZGERALD AGAIN RAISED THE INTERNAL FISHING REGIME ISSUE. EN 
SUMMARY. 
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2. GUNDELACH'S REPORT TO THE FOREIGN MINISTERS COVERED THE FULL 
RANGE OF CURRENT AND PROJECTED FISHING NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE 
EC AND THIRD COUNTRIES. THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE REPORT, 

AS OUTLINED TO THE PRESS BY GUNDELACH HIMSELF, ARE DISCUSSED BELOW. 

A. CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS. GUNDELACH DELIVERED A POSITIVE 
APPRAISAL OF THE CURRENTTALKS WITH THE U.S. AND NORWAY. HE STRESSED 
IN PARTICULAR THAT THERE HAS BEEN GOOD PROGRESS IN THE U.S. TALKS 
WHICH, HE SAID, ARE AIMED AT THENEGOTIATION OF NON-RECIPROCAL EC 
RIGHTS IN U.S. WATERS. GUNDELACH CHARACTERIZED THE TALKS WITH 
ICELAND AS BEING AT A DELICATE STAGE BUT EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
COMMON INTERESTS BETWEEN THE EC AND GOI IN CONSERVATION OF STOCKS 
WOULD HELP PAVE THE WAY FOR AGREEMENT. IF IT PROVES TO BE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT WITH ICELAND BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 
THE EC WOULD HAVE TO SEEK AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT. 

B. PROJECTED NEGOTIATIONS. GUNDELACH EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
CANADA HAS YET TO RESPOND TO THE EC'S OFFER OF NEGOTIATION. HE ALSO 
SAID THAT THE EC HAD NOT YET RECEIVED ANY RESPONSE FROM THE EAST 
EUROPEANS. HE STRESSED THAT ONCE THE EC 200 MILE FISHING LIMITS GO 
INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, THE EC WOULD ALLOW FISHING ONLY BY THOSE 
COUNTRIES WITH WHOM FISHING AGREEMENTS HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED OR WERE 
IN PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION; THOSE WHO HAD MERELY INDICATED WILLINGNESS 
TO NEGOTIATE WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM COMMUNITY WATERS. (COMMENT: 
THIS FORMULATION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE ORIGINAL NEGOTIATING DIRECTIVES 

PROPOSED TO THE EC COUNCIL BY THE COMMISSION BUT NOT WITH THE MORE 
STRINGENT RESOLUTION APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL NOVEMBER 2 (REFTEL B) 
WHICH STIPULATES THAT THIRD-COUNTRY FISHING IN THE NEW EC WATERS 
WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE IF APPROPRIATE AGREEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN 
CONCLUDED. THESE, OF COURSE, CAN BE INTERIM AGREEMENTS. END 
COMMENT.) 

GUNDELACH SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH THE EC 

HAD RECEIVED NO DIRECT SIGNALS FROM THE SOVIETS, MOSCOW HAS 
RECENTLY ACCORDED "DE FACTO RECOGNITION 1 ' TO NORWEGIAN AND ICELANDIC 
200 MILE LIMITS AND THAT HE EXPECTED NO QUARREL FROM THE EAST 
EUROPEANS ABOUT THE LEGALITY OF A SIMILAR MOVE BY THE EC STATES. 

3. NEAFC MEETING-UK MINISTER OF STATE DAVID OWEN TOLD THE 

PRESS THAT THE MINISTERS HAD BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE UPCOMING LONDON 
NEAFC MEETING AND HAD INSTRUCTED COREPER TO PUSH HARD ON DEVELOPING 
A COMMON EC POSITION FOR THE MEETING. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 EC BRU 11226 161857Z 


4. INTERNAL REGIME. PREDICTABLY, IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD 
BROUGHT UP GOI CONCERNS OVER THE INTERNAL REGIME. HE TOLD THE PRESS 
HE HAD INFORMED HIS COLLEAGURES THAT IF THERE IS NO COMMUNITY AGREE- 
MENT ON AN INTERNAL REGIME BY JANUARY 1 , THE GOI WOULD HAVE TO TAKE 
INTERIM STEPS, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE COMMISSION AND INTERESTED 
STATES, TO ENSURE EXPANSION OF THE IRISH CATCH "AS AGREED BY" 

THE MINISTERS AT THE HAGUE OCTOBER 30. OWEN TOLD THE PRESS THAT 
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UK HAD NOT RAISED THE COASTAL ZONE ISSUE DURING THE MEETING; BUT 
HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HMG WOULD ALSO BE PREPARED TO TAKE, IF 
NECESSARY, NON-DISCRIMINATOR Y CONSERVATION MEASURES (WHICH WOULD 
APPLY TO UK FISHERMEN AS WELL) TO PROTECT FISHING STOCKS IN THE 
ABSENCE OF AGREEMENT ON AN INTERNAL REGIME. HINTON 
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